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On the seventeenth of July, 1979, the dictator Anastasio Somoza left Nicaragua after forty-five

years. Finally, the family that had ruled and owned the country was gone. It took its money, which

was much of the money the country had. The dictator left. The generals left. The colonels. They fled

by helicopter and airplane, by car and on foot. By the nineteenth they were, almost all of them,

gone. But the soldiers remained. And in San Juan del Sur, on the Pacific coast of Nicaragua, the

rebel Commander Zero, Eden Pastora, was facing the best of the dictator's remaining soldiers:

Bravo, Montenegro, "the Rattlesnakes," "the Wild Geese," "the Black and White." Eventually the

guardias fled too - some of them, including a tough, murderous sergeant from "the Rattlesnakes"

(called Suicida by his men), making their way to El Salvador, from where, as the Contras, they

waged sporadic war against the Nicaraguan leftist forces. Christopher Dickey was the first American

newspaperman to go into the mountains of Nicaragua with the Contras and come out alive, and his

account of the "secret" war that is being waged against the Sandinista government reads like the

best fiction. Yet it is as factual as tomorrow's headlines. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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This book reads like an adventure novel set in the wilds of Central America. But it is the true story of

one of the Cold War's misguided foreign policy adventures, one that helped to lay the groundwork

for the lawless, murderous Central America of today.

If you can find a copy of this book, I highly recommend it. Covers the authors time as a



correspondant in Nicaragua.Reads like a cloak-and-dagger book. Hard to put down.

A landmark book that foreshadows the roots of the present turmoil in Central America now . Very

readable .

This book concluded that the examined weaknesses of the Contras would lead to defeat. This

turned out to be incorrect, since Contra activity was one of the reasons why Sandinistas were

replaced by elections, and a shaky but real democracy. Such evaluations are common in war for

those participating in conflicts tend believe that their enemies are more competent than they really

are. However, there is useful information in this book.
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